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Looking for a hands-on, tangible way to help the people of Haiti re-
cover from the devastation caused by the Jan. 12 earthquake? Packing
a "Bucket of Hope" is one way you, your mission group, or your
church family can provide food and hope to a family in Haiti!

Every Baptist can have a hands-on, life changing affect upon the peo-
ple of Haiti by participating in a Southern Baptists “Buckets of Hope"
ministry.

The “Buckets of Hope" is just one means by which Baptists can fulfill
the mandate of Jesus Christ to feed the hungry in the name of Jesus. As
we are reminded in Matthew 25:45, Jesus tells us, “Verily I say unto
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, yet did it not to me." (KJV)

The “Bucket of Hope" consists of a plastic five-gallon bucket packed with selected food-
stuffs. For approximately $30 an individual Baptist can purchase the materials and as-
semble a "Bucket of Hope." In addition Baptists are requested to include a $10 cash con-
tribution, placed in an envelope and attached to the lid of the bucket, to offset the cost of
transporting the relief buckets to Haiti. For more information on the exact contents to
pack, call the associational office or go online to this web address and get all the details.

Buckets need to be at the Associational office no later than March 20.

Southern Baptists assessing needs in wake of 8.8 Chile Earthquake

Southern Baptists are moving quickly to assess relief needs in the aftermath of an 8.8-magnitude earth-
quake that struck Chile. The epicenter was located just 70 miles from Concepcion, a city of more than
200,000 people, the U.S. Geological Survey reported.

In the capital city of Santiago, which is about 200 miles from the earthquake, IMB field personnel re-
ported in a 5:00 a.m. e-mail that they had experienced “very scary shaking” and that electrical, telephone
and water services were cut off.

“We are evaluating damage reports as they come in and preparing initial response plans, if it is deter-
mined that a significant response is needed,” Holste said. “Southern Baptists have ministry partners in
Chile who will be able to help respond immediately with basic necessities.”

“We know that immediate needs usually include things like food, water, shelter and medical needs,”
Brown said. “We have emergency response funds available to help with the crisis response. Southern
Baptists always respond quickly when a disaster like this strikes. They pray and give from the heart.
We’re glad to know so many people who care are ready to spring into action to help people in need.”

Word has been received from IMB leaders in Chile that all field personnel have been accounted for and
are safe; information about the impact on the Chilean Baptist community is being sought. IMB will be
monitoring developments and will issue further announcements about needs and response as more in-
formation becomes available. For updates, go to www.imb.org.

Donations may be directed to the Disaster Response Fund at www.gobgr.org.



Telling on God

When | opened up my email this
morning out popped one with a report
about SBC churches; how these
churches had increased in baptisms,
and giving. This kind of reporting is
not new within the SBC; most all reporting lends itself
in the direction of baptisms and giving as if these are
the signs of a work of God. Are these truly the sign
posts for measuring the health of a church? Could we
not hold a crusade for children age ten and under and
gain some of the most significant reports we've ever
had from baptisms? The giving might certainly be a
little weak! But you get the point.

When I look at the reporting that was done in the New
Testament, the contrast is significant. The apostle Paul
is in prison in Rome but he opens his laptop and
receives an email report from the little community of
Colossae. Actually it came by way of a man named
Epaphras. We don’t have a copy of the report because
it was most likely verbal but we do have a copy of how
Paul responded to the report that Epaphras brought.
The response is in Colossians chapter one. There we
read how Paul gave thanks to God for their faith in
Christ (the new believers) and their love for all the
saints (vs.3). Wasn’t Paul interested in how many
people were led through the waters of baptism or even
how much money was garnered for kingdom work?
What was it that impressed Paul from Epaphras’
report?  One thing, their love! I am confident that
Epaphras didn’t just say to Paul, “oh those Colossians
really love each other.” No, he recounted personal
stories of people with names that led Paul to make the
conclusion that ‘he had heard’ of their love. Paul then
mentions how love is a fruit of the gospel and how the
gospel will always bear this kind of fruit (vs.6). Love is
not only one of the measuring sticks of genuine
conversions; it is also a measuring stick of a healthy
church. The only way someone can truly love is if they
have been born of God. The apostle John says it’s one
of the signs of knowing God: Dear friends, let us love
one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is
love” (1 Jn. 4:7-8).

Isn’t it amazing how we have turned the great
commission into “go, baptize and pass the offering
plate?” Why is it that we always single out one
participle in the great commission and not the other?

Aren’t there two participles, ‘baptizing and teaching?
[s it because only one can be easily measured but not
the other? But isn’t one more important than the
other? Didn’t Paul even say that he had baptized only
Crispus and Gaius and the household of Stephanas and
that’s all (1 Cor.1:14-17). And didn’t Paul spend years
in some places doing teaching night and day (Acts
18:11; 20:20)?

Jonathan Edwards, one of America’s finest theologians
and preachers remarked, ‘if the spirit who is at work
among people operates as a spirit of love to God and
man, it is a sure sign that it is the Spirit of God. Be-
loved, if we are going to tell on God, maybe we should
tell what He has done not what we have done!

For HIS Glory,
John
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Rosetta DeMent — 19th
Bibi Eaton — 20t
Rev. Andy Gillespie —
23rd
Rev. Steve Bareis — 25t
Rev. Blu Berner — 28th

Second Baptist Church Marion
28 Palm Sunday
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2 Good Friday (Holiday)

4 Easter

9-10 IBSA Minister’s Wives Re-
treat (Central Illinois)

April Birthdays

Donna Bareis — 8th
Rev. Kent Eaton — 11t
Rev. Darryl Williams —

13th

Sharon Allen — 13th

Rev. Shaw DeMent — 215t
Diane Baggott — 27t
Rev. Kenneth Robinson —
27th
Rev. William “Tom”
Spiller — 28th
Rev. Cliff Lingle

11 Cooperative Program Sun-
day

16-17 S.A.L.T. (State Association
Leadership Training, Taberna-
cle, Decatur)

19 Executive Board Meeting
22 Nine Mile Pastors’
Luncheon (TBA)

24 State Bible Drills - FBC
Marion



Announcements and Events

Mickey Kleiboeker,
pastor of New Heart Fellowship of Beaucoup was
 ordained to the
gospel ministry on
Sunday, Feb. 7 at 2
P.M. Rev. Randy
Hayes brought the
charge. On
Thursday, Feb. 4,
an ordination
council met at FBC
of Nashville for the questioning of the candidate.

Hispanic Church Carbondale Pastor
Roberto Cruz is not only ministering in the

work at Carbondale but is working with a
mission group in Steeleville and Cobden. Pray
for Roberto and his wife Marisol.

UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH Pray for
UBC as the continue their search for a pastor. They
have been without a pastor for over a year.

Southern Illinois Hispanic Outreach
Project The SIHOP organization has

experienced some financial hurdles in this
economic downturn. If your church is
interested in supporting this ministry, please
contact the associational office for more info.
Bob Evaul is the SIHOP
missionary.

Associational
Children’s Camp the
children’s camp will
be held at Lake
Sallateeska June 27
tll July 4. All the

registration materials

have been sent to each church. All information
1s also posted online. If you are interested in
serving as a camp counselor, please contact the
office. Male and female counselors are needed
but especially male counselors.
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Chicago Mission Trip—If
you are interested in being a
part of a team to do a Bible
Camp in a park in a suburb
of Chicago, then contact the associational of-
fice. The dates are July 19-23. There will be a
cost to cover trip expenses.

A BUFF TRIBUTE

The living room was bare, empty of all the ¥
furniture that once made it a living room. A group L .
of people stood in a circle holding hands for a final | &=
prayer after a brief evening’s labor of loading the g

U-haul truck. As the circle of people prepared to
bow their heads Phil Nelson, pastor of Lakeland
Baptist remarked, “It seems fitting that most of
those who came to help with your

move are

college

students!” “Yes, Betty remarked, some from even long ago.” The circle
consisted of a handful of college students along with a few members of
Lakeland church, my wife and me. But this wasn’t the first living room
that would be host to college students; the first was on North Carico
Street in Carbondale. How do I know that? 1 was one of those college
students!

I first met Paul and Betty Buff while I was a student at SIU. The Lord
graciously saved me during my junior year at SIU. That year I began
attending Lantana Baptist Church. Paul and Betty were teaching a college
and career Sunday school class. It wasn’t your typical “ho hum, its
Sunday again class.” It was vibrant, filled with college students who sought
Paul & Betty were a

steadfast, diligent husband and wife team who not only taught but

answers, raised questions, and challenged ideas.

mentored countless students over the years. 1 couldn’t begin to name all
the people who have been impacted in some way by their lives but I can
name three ways that their lives impacted me and I know this is true for
many others.

They not only taught the Scriptures, they sought the Scriptures. They
never gave trite answers in their class. If they didn’t know, they said so.
But they sought their answers from God through the Scriptures. They
modeled well what Luke describes in Acts 17:9. They searched the
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Paul and Betty did just that!
It was never a program; it was always the Bible and what the Bible has to

say about the subject at hand.

Their witnessing lifestyle has been contagious. I just don’t know too many
men in Baptist churches that are as guilty as Paul for witnessing about our
Savior. Whether it was on the SIU campus, in the high rise dorms, the
streets of Carbondale, or the post office where he retired from, Paul has
been an example of a faithful witness. When he stands before the jury of
one, he will be found guilty!

Their home has been host to many. Hospitality was never a foreign word
to them. Again, I just don’t know too many couples in Baptist Churches
who have opened up their home like the Buffs. Their home has always
been a haven for young people to hang out or for the weary traveler who
needed a bed for the night or the singing groups that needed hosting.
Many college students could testify to an evening in the Buffs home where
games were played and conversations of Christ were carried out and all the
time their own three children watching their mother and father live out a
Christ centered marriage while ministering to students who have now

been sent out among the nations. (continued on back page)



Ava Missionary Baptist
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Come participate in a sample
Worship Rally, experience a
Bible Study
Rotational Site Curriculum
Overview, /Jsten to VBS
see and touch VBS
VBS
snack ideas and fleave with inspiration about how you can
do VBS in your church.

The VBS Clinics are from 8:30 am - 1:30 pm with a
small lunch provided. Registering for VBS this year is

and/or a

songs,

decorations, ‘Zaste

as easy as 1, 2, 3.

Mid-Southern Clinic -March 6, 2010 Logan St.
Baptist, Mt. Vernon

Southern VBS Clinic -March 20, 2010 Second Bap-
tist Church, Marion

Advance registration is preferred. With this informa-
tion, we will be able to assist host
churches with accurate meal
counts and prepare our facilitators
with the correct number of hand-
outs for each clinic.

Walk-in registration will also be
available.

For questions contact: Dale Davenport at

(217) 391-3130 DaleDavenport@IBSA.org or
Cathy Waters at (217) 391-3124

Cathy Waters@IBSA.org

The Buffs not only served Lakeland Baptist but they also labored
in Murdale Baptist and Lantana Baptist as well. They served in
Nine Mile Association on various associational committees in the
past (before my time) and by assisting past DOM’s of this
association.

Thank you Paul and Betty for your faithfulness to our Lord! May
God bless you and grant you many more fruitful years of gospel

in of geography.

ministry

your new piece

Thinking Missions

How can any congregation or
denomination claim to be biblical or
even Christian that does not place at
the heart of its ministry agenda
God’s heart for a lost world? Its
budget apportionment, prayer
involvement and deployment of
workers should show it. The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is
defined by mission — for it is composed of those who were won
to salvation by mission, and now have the awesome
responsibility to win others as their mission. If it is not
missionary in its theology, daily life and commitment, it no
longer has the right to claim to be the Church.

We find in the church today an inherited mind-set or worldview
which has excluded mission altogether. If the term “mission” is
used, its meaning is so redefined or watered down that the
evangelization of the world appears of little importance for the
average Christian. To many today, mission means little more
than the general work of the Church in the world to alleviate
social ills but with the evangelistic and missionary sending com-
ponent ignored or despised. (Excerpts from The Church is Bigger
than you think by Patrick Johnston)
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